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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT LEAD ARTICLE BY GODFREY SPERLING, 

JR. IN THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 

HEADED 'SALT II CLIMATE SUDD:NLY TURNS WARMER.' 

2. "ATMOSPHERICS' FOR THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A SALT II AGREE- 
MENT HAVE IMPROVED DECIDEDLY IN THE LAST FEW WEEKS, THE 
MONITOR HAS LEARNED. 

3. PARTIES TO THE STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATIONS TALKS NOW 

ARE MOVING TOWARD CONSUMMATING A DOCUMENT LIKE THAT ORKED 
OUT IN A CONCEPTUAL WAY BY GERALD EORD AND HENRY KISSINGER 
AT VLADIVOSTOK IN 1974. 
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4. WHAT CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS A SOURCE CLOSE TO BOTH 
THE VLADIVOSTOK AGREEMENT AND THE HIGH-LEVEL EFFORT BEING 
MADE BY THIS ADMINISTRATION TO PEN A SALT II PACT BEFORE 
SALT I RUNS OUT THIS FALL, SAYS PRESIDENT CARTER NOW IS 

IN A POSITION "TO GET WHAT WAS WORKED OUT IN A PRELIMINARY 
WAY AT VLADIVOSTOK-PLUS A LITTLE BIT MORE IN THE WAY OE 
ARMS LIMITATION." 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


5. THE PARTIES, APPARENTLY FAR APART AFTER THE SOVIETS 
GAVE A COLD SHOULDER TO MR. CARTER'S INITIAL EEFORT TO 
ACHIEVE MAJOR, MUTUAL ARMS REDUCTIONS, NOW HAVE MOVED 
SUDDENLY MUCH CLOSER. 

6. FIRST IT WAS LEONID BREZHNEV RECENTLY SAYING PUBLICLY 
HE WOULD WELCOME AN ARMS-TALK INITIATIVE EROM THE UNITED 
STATES. AND NOW SOURCES HIGH UP IN THE ADMINISTRATION 
HAVE TOLD THE MONITOR THAT "WE ALSO WELCOME AN INITIATIVE, 
(EROM THE SOVIETS). 

7. WHAT THIS IS SAYING IS THAT THE UNITED STATES IS 
RESPONDING AEEIRMATIVELY TO THE SOVIET CALL EOR A RENEWAL 
OE SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS. 

8. ALSO, IT IS THE ADMINISTRATION'S WAY OE SAYING PUBLICLY 
WHAT IT NOW IS SAYING VIGOROUSLY IN PRIVATE TO THE 
SOVIETS: THE CLIMATE NOW IS RIGHT FOR ARMS-REDUCTIONS 
TALKS. LET'S GET GOING. 

9. WHAT THIS MEANS, IT SEEMS, IS THAT THE US IS WATERING 
DOWN ITS ARMS-REDUCTIONS DEMANDS AS IT SEEKS TO COME 
TOGETHER WITH THE SOVIETS ON A SALT PACT. 

10. AT THE SAME TIME, AS INTERPRETED BY KNOWLEDGEABLE 
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SOURCES HERE, THE BREZHNEV TALK OF WELCOMING A US INITI- 
ATIVE IS SEEN AS A SIGNAL TO THE UNITED STATES THAT THE 
SOVIET LEADER HAS LOOKED OVER HIS OWN SITUATION-PARTICU- 
LARLY THE SIGNS OE A FADING SOVIET ECONOMY-AND 
DECIDED THAT IT IS TO THE SOVIET ADVANTAGE TO PUT SOME 
KIND OF A CAP ON THE ARMS RACE AT THIS POINT. 

1 1 . CRITICS OF THIS ADMINISTRATION PRIVY TO THE VLADI- 
VOSTOK "CONCEPTUAL BREAKTHROUGH," AS HENRY KISSINGER 
ONCE DESCRIBED IT, ARE CONVINCED MR. CARTER MIGHT WELL 
HAVE GOTTEN ABOUT 10 PERCENT MORE IN ARMS LIMITATIONS HAD 
HE MOVED QUIETLY AND PERSISTENTLY IN THAT DIRECTION AT 
THE OUTSET OE HIS NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS. 

12. NOW THESE SAME CRITICS THINK MR. CARTER CAN STILL 
GET 5 PERCENT MORE THAN VLADIVOSTOK ENVISIONED IF HE 
PROCEEDS CAUTIOUSLY AND BARGAINS QUIETLY AND WELL. 

13. THESE CRITICS ARE KNOWN TO FEEL THAT SHOULD MR. 

CARTER ONCE MORE BREAK OUT IN THE OPEN WITH HIS NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WITH THE SOVIET LEADERS, HE COULD DESTROY PROSPECTS 
FOR AN EARLY AGREEMENT OF ANY KIND. CHRISTOPHER 
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